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COMMENTS ON PSE Delb

1. The PE Division u in substantial egreement with the major
thesis of Section Ir. M‘!Sis OF PROBLEXM o wit: The Vietminh, using
natisnalism as a cover, em be beaten only by truly mationalist movements.
Therefore, the Freach must udertake a new role of sctive liberator, or
scoept an Ignominious de.teaf. 3% the bands of Communisz. le also agree
that the paper as a whele rﬁﬁnets & keen apprasciation of French
peyehology and a8 somewhat lgnssr underateanding of the anti-colonial
aspects of Indochinese aati#aalian-. We cammol agree, however, that the
strategy of appiying persmiian t0 key leadership elements will suffice
%o scconplish cur objective. In our opiniom, the first and vital step
must be the positive formulation of U.S. policy and officis) statement
thersof to the highest leval of the French Goverment. In keeping with
the thesls of T~i5, the Prench should be told that it 1s 7.5. pelicy
%o support & French policy calsulated to snatle them to pull out of
Indochine while still preserving their long-range economic imterests.
The basie of such & policy s a guarantes of complete independence ic
the Associated States. Our officials must clearly state that the
United States has no desire to replace the Premch. It therefore follows

_ Shat our strategy must eanslstently encourage the "rench to take the
initistive and assume the role of sotive liberater. It would run directly
eounter to such a policy for the U.S. (orficially or wmofficially) to

mdertake meny of the
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wdertake many of the tasks set forth in Section IV B of PSS D-Lb.
The following actions fall in this catagory: |
Page 6, paragraph c.(3): It should be noted that the Prench
&re in eomsand and the initiative lies with them. Througn liaison,
¥e can provide specislists, technical and tactical advice.

Page 9, paragraphs b.(1), (2), (3), (6), (8), (), (o),

ggz‘ Q?z, 5122: Note iz taken of the fact that paragraph
€+ 2, page 13 at the end of the Flan specified that all actions

provided Ly the plan must be taken in relation to Hs5. diplomatic

moves. Cur point is merely that statements of policy and diplomatic
woves must be the hsart of the Strategy Flan -- the informal
Approaches secondary.

3« The following commanis by paragraph are submitted for your
eonsideration:
&. Page 1, paragraph II, 2, line L - eliminate the
parenthetical claume ~~ "and we hope it will®, This prejudgment
weskens the paper.

b. Page 2, perograph L

- P a
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‘b, Page 2, paragraph L - the meaning of the last clause of
the first sentence using the word "atomism" is not clesr.
¢« Page 3, paragraph 3 - concur completely.

e. Page 5, paragraph 2, (3) ~ change the word "of* to

samong".,
f. Page 6, parsgraph b, (2) first sentence - Such an agresment
could be negotiated through the official chamels recomsended in
‘paragraphs 1 and 2 sbove, not through informal channels suggested
in PSu D-ib.
g+ Page 6, paragraph c,(3) - As noted in paragraph 1, above,
this could only be sccomplished throu h the Prench. It is agreed
that the Consultative Liaison Committes can contri.ute significantly.
he Toge B, ma@h b, (2) - Concur with the custom-tailered
approach. One suggestion is ume of & convineing statement of
UeBs ot Jectives. This reinforces our agro@mnt that & definition
of policy must precede the informal approach. Ye question the

s Fracticality of the

' E
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-

Praciicality of the guid pro quo suggestions in the last
sentence.,

This presupposed much detailed inteliigence gng strony

m with btuslness interests

J» Page 12, paragraph b. ~ This would be more difficult
than it would be rewarding.

3 7
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